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A word from the chairman 

 

2020 has certainly been a different year. 
The Corona pandemic has forced many of 
us to limit our travel, evaluate our hobby 
expenses, and limit our social activities. 
But it seems that didn’t really stop us from 
having a good time. 
 
Heading into 2021, the vaccine news gave 
a glimpse of a better future, but things 
don’t quite yet seem all that much better. 
Infections are still on the rise, and new 
restrictions have just been placed both in 
Finland and in many other countries. 
 

On the positive side, many of us have 
revisited the great dive sites we have in 
southern Finland and have a new 
appreciation for them.  Hanging out with 
club members on dive trips, getting to 
know new people.  This is what club diving 
is all about. 
 
Thank you everyone for a great year 
despite all the hardships.  Let’s make 
2021 an even better one! 

 
 

 

Fill station inspection 
In 2014, Tukes, the Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency, updated the requirements for 
gas-filling stations.  The idea was to take all the precautions for safe operation of 
high-pressure gas systems.  The adoption of these new directives has been slow at first, but 
as it started to add legal responsibility to the owners of the fill stations, the move was 
inevitable. 
 



Adoption, no doubt, has also been slowed down by a lack of comprehensive directives how 
the guidelines are to be implemented.  Conflicting advice, ambiguous definitions, and 
unclear requirements all added to the confusing.  At the end of 2019, Sukellusseura H2O 
asked Tukes for a preliminary inspection to aid in preparing our fill stations.  The required 
improvement report we received was long, and - I have to say - didn’t help all that much. 
 
 

 

One clear change was needed, we 
needed to somehow separate the fill 
station from the storage room.  We 
investigated possibilities of renting out 
extra space at Vellikellontie, but there 
were really no good options.  At the end 
we decided to split our room into the “fill” 
area and the “storage” area.  The 
chicken-wire wall was chosen as a 
solution to keep the space as big as 
possible in order to limit the sudden raise 
in pressure in case of tank explosion. 

 
 
The second big change needed for the 
inspection to be approved was a tank 
register.  Each tank that is filled in our 
station must now be registered.  For a fill 
to be possible, the tank must also have a 
valid hydrostatic test (in Finland, 
hydrostatic tests are required every 10 
years). 
  

 
 
Several other minor improvements were added in the club: tanks stored on the storage side 
must be kept “bolted” to the wall as not to fall over, the door leading to the corridor has been 
moved around so that it opens to the outside, a dedicated tank has been added as a booster 
drive, and a few others. 



 
 
The board would like to thank all the volunteers who came and help make the change 
possible.  After a nerve-wrecking inspection, we received approval for our new station in 
March.  Even better, the inspector was highly impressed with our online tracking system and 
said it was the most advanced one he has ever seen.  That’s how we roll! 
 

Compressor service 
The SeemannSub compressor in the club was purchased in 1999, and at just under 1600 
work hours, the block is about halfway through its lifetime.  The graph below shows a little bit 
of our recorded usage statistics since our current online system has been taken into use. 
The data for 2020 has been pulled at the beginning of October, meaning that it’s likely to be 
a record year! 

 
Last fall, when we were planning for 2020, it was correctly predicted that the 1500h usage 
will be reached in early summer, and despite the spring Covid situation, we were spot on. 



The compressor was hauled for a week to Nummela where it not only got a bit of service, but 
also a cleanup. 
 
 
Service results were a clean bill of health, 
a fresh air analysis, and a bit of an update. 
Since there are very few 200-bar tanks 
anymore (other than aluminium), we 
decided to re-calibrate the 200-bar side for 
230-bar fills.  So now we have 2x 300bar 
and 3x 230bar outputs with 310 and 240 
bar cutoff respectively. 
 
Unless you are filling 300bar tanks, it is no 
longer necessary to isolate the side 
labeled “200”. 

 

 
At the beginning of November, the instructions for the compressor have been updated and 
uploaded to the club website.  Please have a look. 
 

AWARE 2020 
 
For the third year running CNNd has helped organize a Project AWARE happening in 
cooperation with Wärtsilä.  This year we decided to go for the same location as in 2019 - the 
peer next to Cafe Carusel - giving us a kind of baseline of the amount of trash that 
accumulates within a year.  Ofcourse, it’s not quite that easy, but overall it did give us an 
idea how much there is despite the efforts to clean things up. 
 

 

http://cnnd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CMF-Instructions.pdf


From the more prominent finds, we located the rest of the outdoor sofa set with the actual 
sofa.  It really is quite amazing how it got where it got, seeing as it’s really too far from the 
shore to have just been tossed there.  The finds also did not disappoint with the classic 
“shopping trolley” which I doubt we missed last year. 
 
What we didn’t find was the trailer that was located last year, but that we were unable to pull 
out as we didn’t have the proper equipment.  We now came prepared, but either the divers 
were unable to find it again, or the city has cleared it away (not impossible, as it probably 
created a bit of a navigational hazard). 
 
As before, we extend our thanks to Kristiina “Tikke” Tuura, the Vanhan Käpylän VPK, 
Sukellusseura H2O ry, our sponsor Wärtsilä, and all the hard working participants that made 
the event possible. 
 
 

 
 

Project “Vetokannas” 
Vetokannas in Porkkala is well known among the divers in southern Finland.  It’s official 
name is “Vantaa I”, a recreational area owned by the City of Vantaa in the Kirkkonummi 
municipality.  CNNd has a long cooperation with the city in the use of Vetokannas for diving 
activities.  Some time ago we inquired if it would be possible to get some benches for divers 
to gear up.  After many delays due to overall renovation with the Vantaa recreational areas, 
the project finally moved forward this summer. 
 

Bench I 
 
The first part of the project, in August, was 
a double bench based on that in K-quarry 
in Taivassalo.  The bench was 
pre-fabricated at Sanna’s and Marcin’s 
place in Vantaa, and taken for assembly 
to Porkkala.  The major hurdle was 
actually creating a level-enough area for 
the bench to sit straight.  The evening 
stretched, and the team worked well into 
the evening. 

 
 
The bench received a lot of positive feedback on Facebook, and seems also quite a lot of 
actual use right from the start.  As originally we budgeted for two benches, there was still 
plenty of timber left. 
  



Bench II 
 

 

With the winter fast approaching, the 
timber we received for the project from the 
city, was still lying around unused.  After 
the basic course at Sukellusseura H2I ry 
was completed, we finally had time to do 
something about it, and at the break of 
October and November, we picked a 
Saturday and went to finish the project. 

 
The second bench found a spot right next to the water between some trees.  This one posed 
a bit more challenge as it was not possible to level the ground.  Instead, we had to work 
around all the trees and boulders  and create a stable platform.  Once that was done though, 
the rest seemed to go easy. 
 
With a few minutes of daylight, and a few boards still left over, we also decided to do a sort 
of recliner chair for the water edge where the dive marshal can sit and oversee the day’s 
diving activities. 
 

The Wreck 
What may not be known to many divers at Vetokannas, is that it is home to a world famous 
wreck.  Well, Vetokannas -famous.  At a depth of 13-14m (depending on the height of the 
water), a small wooden boat sits nearly directly out of the bay.  It is a great little attraction to 
novice divers for whom Vetokannas is often the first experience they get about diving in 
Finland.  However, due to small size, and sometimes poor visibility, the boat can often be 
difficult to locate. 

 
 



During the Diversday and Diversnight 2020 events Sanna and Marcin located the wreck and 
put a line down to guide the divers to and from there.  The line starts at 5m on the left side of 
the bay, and gently zig-zags it’s way all the way to the boat.  During the same dive a short 
video of the wreck was taken and made it a 3D model.  Again, like with the benches, the 
information was warmly received by the diving community. 
 
 

 
 

“Light at the end of the tunnel” 
Special thanks go to Mauro this year for upgrading the club’s lighting system with brand 
spanking new LED tubes.  No more squinting trying to find stuff, and no more need to 
replace them in the next couple of decades. 
 

 
 

Weightless in Finland, again! 
by Tanya Girod 
 
What can possibly be better than diving? Only diving at home!  
Imagine stepping out of a bungalow and diving into the blue. Well, you can 
do it. I mean, in Finland! 
 
After having been certified in Finland quite a number of years back, and 
having somewhat convincing initial Finnish water dive experience, later on I 
got distracted for years by the tropical seas, “long-haul” flights, dive 
vacations, etc. 
 
Then finally (just before the Corona time) I gradually realized that I was 
missing something essential. Yes, that was it - the cold water diving. Yes, I mean, in Finland! 
And one thing I absolutely wanted to do was getting back to my dry suit skin.  
 
The tricky part is actually… to start! How and where. There were many issues, like e.g. I was 
wondering whether my old neoprene dry suit which I was not using for years can actually be 
used still. And if not … then the endless questions begin. So, apparently, I needed some 
help to bootstrap the process of checking, packing, diving, re-checking, re-packing, re-diving, 
etc.  
 
I’ve got some extra motivation by the fact that my own home-grown son-diver turned 18 and 
has accumulated exactly 10 years of dive experience by now, and he grew eager for further 
challenges, i.e. the ‘real’ cold-water diving. I mean, in Finland! Sounded like we were a 
match. 
 



I should say right away that the whole project would have been next to impossible or at least 
a way more complicated without Marcin’s incredible help and support. 
 
We have agreed on the initial plan at our last CNNd meeting: a dry-suit course for my son 
Sergey, a dry-suit refresher for me, and possibly a rescue diver course in perspective for 
both. Sounded like a perfect plan. And then, of course, … the Corona struck. All was put on 
hold.  
 
 

 
 
  

But honestly, it was worth waiting a bit. 
We simply couldn’t have picked a better 
moment to start. So, we were finally able 
to get into the confined water at 
SukellusAreena at the end of August, 
where my dry-suit skill reflexes kicked in 
and despite the neoprene dry suit not 
being that dry on the first try, it just felt 
good. As for Sergey, he was spinning like 
a spindle in a borrowed dry suit, doing his 
skills under Marcin’s close supervision, 
feeling totally natural. 

 
And next we were off to Iso-Melkutin for the real open water dives. I wonder why I never 
went there before. All was so much easier than what I recalled from the past. To start with, 
it’s an incredibly well maintained dive spot. With the bench, and the stairs, a toilet and the 
maps and the bottom lines. Anyone can dive in such a diving paradise. And then the visibility 
was … just terrific. I mean, you could actually see your buddy! From a few meters distance! 
No joking! No torches were needed (what? I mean, in Finland? Seriously?) And it was … 
warm! I mean it. The water temperature was about 13 degrees on the surface and about 10 
at the bottom. Well, my old neoprene dry suit is actually only really semi-dry, and every now 
and then I experience some local wrist-sleeve-neck areas water penetrations. But in such 
luxury conditions, who cares? I was also perfectly fine with my wet neoprene gloves and 
hood. In short, it was so easy and enjoyable, that when I saw a group of friendly perches all 
around me, I almost started crying of happiness. 
 
Sergey happily completed his dry-suit course with Marcin and became a qualified dry-suit 
diver. We could now dive places, together. I mean, in Finland! 
 
And that means a lot. After that we’ve been to a couple of quarry dives sites, with 
crystal-clear rain water, where one them in the South-Wetern Finland is located in so 
breath-taking surroundings, that it’s hardly comparable to anything you’ve seen before. And 
the night dives in Vetokannas. Of course, I knew the night dives were usually always the 
best. But I don’t think I ever did it in Finland. Oh yes, it was worth it. The abundance of 
Finnish nightlife underwater is breathtaking. The kingdom of ‘kilkkis’, two (!) different pipefish 
species, abundance of shrimps and fish and jellyfish. And… the last but not least - there are 



wrecks! Marcin and Sanna did a great job marking one little wreck in Vetokannas by a 
wonderfully installed line leading to it from a buoy. Wreck diving made simple! 
 
In short, getting back into my dry suit skin feels so rewarding that the only thing which 
bothers me is the question why on earth I didn’t do it earlier! But it’s better late than never!  
 

 
 

Diversnight 2020 
 
Despite Corona-limitations, CNNd 
organized a small DiversNight event this 
year. Together with Sukellusseura H2O 
we managed to get 7 divers in the water, 
and have a nice dive.  Official figures for 
2020 are 1058 divers in 24 different 
countries.  Well below top years with 
nearly 3000 participants, but still a great 
success. 

 
 
 



Financials 
 
To close this report, a few words about the club finances.  Our budget estimate for 2020 was 
a loss of about 1300€.  It seems that the real figure will be closer to 600€ since despite lower 
income from courses and such, we managed to spend less than predicted on the fill station 
approval. 
 
Currently, no major spending is planned for 2021, and the club’s financial situation is quite 
decent.  We even have a small buffer for unexpected expenditures.  If you have any 
suggestions how the club could earn a bit of extra money, or think we need some upgrades, 
please let the board know. 


